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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-30 are objected to because of the following informalities: the language 
reads roughly. It is unclear what is meant by "vowelized" and "unvowelized". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

3. ■ The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 ,1 1 , and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
"Voyellation automatique de I'arabe", (Debili et al, cited by Applicant). 

In regard to claims 1,11, and 21 , Debili et al. show a system, method, and 
computer readable medium for the vowelization of a language text, aided by computer 
means, wherein: a) a first memory area is provided, in which a first dictionary 
comprising unvowelized words is stored, b) a second memory area Is provided, in which 
a second dictionary comprising groups of at least one vowelized word is stored, each 
group being stored in corresi3ondence with an unvowelized word of said first dictionary, 
c) for a current unvowelized word, a string of characters forming at least said current 
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word is compared witli strings of characters stored in the first memory area, so as to 
isolate at least one word from the first dictionary comprising the same character string 
as the current word, and d) a group of vowelized candidate words corresponding to said 
isolated word from the first dictionary is extracted from the second dictionary (Abstract). 
5. Claims 1-6.9,1 1-18, and 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by DeWick, Sr et al. (4,858,170, cited by Applicant). 

In regard to claims 1,11, and 21 , DeWick, Sr et al. show a system, method, and 
computer readable medium for the vowelization of a language text, aided by computer 
means, wherein: a) a first memory area is provided, in which a first dictionary 
comprising unvowelized words is stored, b) a second memory area is provided, in which 
a second dictionary comprising groups of at least one vowelized word is stored, each 
group being stored in correspondence with an unvowelized word of said first dictionary, 
c) for a cun-ent unvowelized word, a string of characters forming at least said current 
word is cohripared with strings of characters stored in the first memory area, so as to 
isolate at least one word from the first dictionary comprising the same character string 
as the current word, and d) a group of vowelized candidate words corresponding to said 
isolated word from the first dictionary is extracted from the second dictionary (col. 5-6, 
Fig. 4). 

In regard to claims 2, 13, and 23, DeWick, Sr et al. show that there is provided a 
computer routine suitable for perfonning said comparison of the character strings and 
said extraction of the group of candidate words (col. 6, Fig. 4, word separation routine). 
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In regard to claims 3,12, and 22, DeWick, Sr et al. show that there is provided a 
man/machine interface suitable for offering a user a list of choices of said candidate 
words (col. 6, In 1-10, displayed on the computer. Fig. 1 , item 11). 

In regard to claims 4-6,14-17, and 24, DeWick, Sr et al. show the system and 
method above, wherein said current word fomiing part of a succession of words, a 
string of characters fonning said succession of words comprising the current word is 
compared with strings of characters stored in a memory area in correspondence with 
the second memory area, so as to identify a plurality of words comprising one and the 
same string of characters as said succession of words, and for said current word, at 
least one vowelized word is selected from said group of vowellzed candidate words as a 
function of the succession of identified words and of a position of the current word in 
said succession of identified words. (Fig. 4, matching input word), which inherently can . 
be a complete sentence defined by a string of characters between two punctuation 
characters (transcripts contain complete sentences (col. 7, In 14-34), and inherently 
automatically replaced in an electronically edited text with said vowelized word, selected 
from the group of candidate words (col. 7). 

In regard to claims 9 and 18, DeWick, Sr et al. show that said current word 
forming part of a current succession of words, following the choice of a word by said 
user from the list of candidate words, the chosen word is stored with the succession of 
words, in a memory area in correspondence with said second memory area (libraries. 
Fig. 4). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) whicli fonns tfie basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicaliy disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between- the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 7-8,10,19,20.25-29, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DeWick, Sr et al. in view of Bennett et al. (581 5639). 

In regard to claims 7-8,10,19,20,27-29, and 30, DeWicl<, Sr et al. show the 
system and method discussed above. They do not specifically show that the 
man/machine Interface offers a user a list of choices comprising words selected from 
said candidate words, wherein grammatical labels are furthermore stored in 
correspondence with each word in each group of the second dictionary, and wherein the 
man/machine interface furthermore indicates to the user a grammatical label of each of 
the words selected from said candidate words. Bennett et al. shows a transcription 
system that includes a user selection feature with grammatical labels in Figure 7. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill at the time of the invention 
to add these features because they make the system more user-friendly. 

In regard to claims 25-26, DeWick, Sr et al. and Bennett et al. show the system 
and method discussed above. They do not specifically show the computer program is 
compatible with an Arabic language editing program. The Examiner takes Official Notice 
that Arabic dictionaries and translations are well known in the art. Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to add this feature 
it makes the system more specialized. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan McFadden whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7621 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, RIchemond Dorvil can be reached on 571-272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infonnation 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 



273-8300. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2626 
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